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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 

MISSOURI 

 

REGULAR MEETING, December 2, 2013 
 
A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Richmond Heights, Missouri 
was held on Monday, December 2, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. in the City Hall Council 
Chambers, at 1330 S. Big Bend Boulevard.  Present were Mayor James J. Beck, 
Council Members Michael Jones, Megan Moylan, Rick Vilcek, Camille Greenwald, 
Connie Williams, Matt Casey, Ed Notter and Rob Jacknewitz.  Also present were 
David Gipson, Assistant City Manager, and Ken Heinz, City Attorney. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

New Battalion Chief 

New Captain 

New Medical Officer  

 
Fire Chief Kerry Hogan presented members of the Fire Department with their new 
titles:  Battalion Chief Greg Stefan, Captain Steve Kimker, and Medical Officer 
Suzanne Stahlmann. 
 
Chief Hogan introduced Battalion Chief Greg Stefan, a 17-year veteran of the 
Department who was pinned with his new badge by his wife.  Captain Steve Kimker, 
a 20+ year veteran of the Department received his badge from his wife.  Suzanne 
Stahlmann was announced as the new Medical Officer for the Department and will be 
receiving her badge shortly. 
 
Mayor Beck extended his congratulations to the employees on their promotions. 
 
Mayor Beck announced there would be a closed session to discuss contract proposals 
and stated the Council will vote on the matter upon returning to open session. 
 
Mr. Jones announced the District 2 meeting on December 14 has been cancelled. 
 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 1 

 
Reggie Finney-7920 Hicks-Mr. Finney suggested the City name the renewed city 
tennis courts in honor of Richard Hudlin who was a Richmond Heights resident and 
coach of the well-known tennis player, Arthur Ashe.  Mr. Finney stated Mr. Hudlin 
was a significant influence in the St. Louis area to propelling tennis forward. 

 
Mr. Finney also suggested that with the history and longevity of the Mt. Zion Church 
in Richmond Heights, which was recently demolished to make way for retail 
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development on Hanley, a plaque recognizing the Church for its longtime presence in 
the City at a location in the new development area. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

November 18, 2013 

Regular Meeting 

 
Mr. Jones moved, Mr. Vilcek seconded, a motion for the approval of the minutes of 
the Regular Meeting of November 18, 2013.  Carried unanimously. 
 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
Site Plan Review-Petition 2013-07 

1
st
 Community Credit Union 

Electronic Messaging Sign 

 
Mr. Gipson asked if the Council wished to call up for review the Petition #2013-07 
for an electronic messaging sign for the new 1st Community Credit Union at 
Brentwood Boulevard.  Mr. Gipson reported the Plan and Zoning Commission had 
approved the Petition at their meeting of November 21, 2013.  The sign would face 
west on the south corner of their property. 
 
Mayor Beck asked if the sign met Code specifications.  Mr. Gipson reported that it 
did meet Code as well as the new code that was established for these type signs and 
see no reason to call it up for review. 
 
Mr. Jones expressed concerns that the sign was too large and would possibly be a 
distraction to motorists and was intrusive to the surrounding businesses.  Mr. Jones 
said the City had been sensitive to signage on Brentwood and appearances. Mr. Jones 
was worried about traffic safety and has concerns it will affect traffic with a sign that 
size in that area. 
 
Mr. Vilcek asked if there was a conception drawing of the sign and also stated he 
thought it might be a distraction on Brentwood Boulevard traffic. 
 
Mr. Gipson stated the Council should have received in their Plan & Zone packet a 
drawing rendering of the sign. 
 
Mr. Doug Holtzman, audience member, and owner of the University Tower Building 
which is adjacent to the 1st Community Credit Union property, interrupted the 
meeting with his comments on the signage and what he felt the sign should 
incorporate as far as identification of businesses at that location, including the Tower 
Building. 
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Mr. Holtzman stated there was some confusion regarding removal of previous signs 
that announced the presence of the U Club Tower and issues over the exact property 
line and what was common area to both areas.  Mr. Holtzman stated they cannot 
figure out why the previous signs were removed by the Credit Union owners and are 
going to court about it. 
 
Mayor Beck stated that issue you are now bringing up is not actually pertinent to the   
discussion at hand now and a matter between you, the bank and Lionstone.  
 
Mr. Holtzman stated that they were directed by Richmond Heights to remove the 
existing signs and continued to present his position on the credit union’s placement of 
the signs. 
 
Mayor Beck stated that with Mr. Reary not available to talk to that subject tonight, 
and the issue is not what we are discussion at this time. 
 
Mr. Holtzman stated his issue is also about the placement of the sign and potentially a 
danger with MetroLink traffic. 
 
Mr. Notter asked what did this issue now have to do with the Council’s review of the 
signage permit and if this sign meets Code requirements that should be the 
consideration. 
 
After further discussion, Mayor Beck recommended holding the Petition over to the 
next meeting when Building/Zoning Commissioner David Reary could be present. 
 
Mr. Gipson stated it was Council’s prerogative to call the item up for review or hold 
it over and post as a hearing. 
 
Mr. Jones moved to hold Petition 2013-07 over to the meeting of December 16, 2013.  
There was no second to the motion. 
 
Mayor Beck stated that by calling it up for review would mean the owner would have 
a chance to present his Petition; by holding it over to the next meeting, Mr. Reary 
would be able to explain the P & Z approval and more details. 
 
Ms. Williams asked that the Council see a picture mock-up of what the sign would 
look like. 
 
Mr. Casey moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion to call Petition  #2013-07 up 
for review at the December 16, 2013 meeting. Carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Beck stated we would hear the information at the December 16 meeting. 
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Site Plan Review-Petition #2013-08 

Amended Commercial Signage 

1408-1500 S. Hanley Road 

 
Mr. Gipson asked if the Council wished to call up for review the Site Plan Petition 
No. 2013-08 for amended commercial signage at 1408 & 1500 S. Hanley Road.  Mr. 
Gipson stated the amended signage request had been approved by the Plan & Zoning 
Commission on November 21, 2013.  Mr. Gipson noted an amendment was made to a 
previously approved signage petition by moving the signs to the building face.  The 
Plan and Zoning Commission reviewed the changes and approved the petition with 
conditions and were always illuminated signs. 
 
Mr. Jones stated it would be helpful if there was a conceptual drawing available and 
was concerned the sign may be too bright and shine above the privacy fence for those 
residents along Laclede Station Road and vicinity. 
 
Mayor Beck stated the Municipal Code provided guidelines and requirements for the 
amount of lumens allowed that must be met. 
 
Mr. Vilcek asked if the signs were turned off when the businesses were closed. 
 
Mr. Gipson said he did not know, but assumed if it was not a 24-hour business they 
would be turned off. 
 
Mayor Beck stated it would possibly be better to delay voting on the signage approval 
until the December 16, 2013 meeting. 
 
Mr. Jones moved, Ms. Williams seconded, a motion that Petition 2013-08 be called 
up for review at the December 16, 2013 meeting.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Sallyport Discussion 

 
Mayor Beck stated the Council would meet in Closed Session to discuss the Sallyport 
contract. 
 
Public Works Facility Professional Services Contract 

Weis Design Group 

 
Mr. Gipson stated they have estimated the cost of the Public Works project on Elinor 
to be approximately $2.3 million with architectural and engineering fees are 
approximately 8% of that construction cost or about $189,000.  Mr. Gipson stated that 
is what this particular contract is for with a 10% contingency and certain 
reimbursable costs.  
 
Mr. Vilcek noted that there was mention of a “shooting range”, but there was cost 
associated with that. 
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Mr. Gipson stated that was correct, the shooting range was not built in there as far as 
the design at this point in time. 
 
Mr. Vilcek wants it to be called a “firing training room”, which will be an area used 
to train employees and it was his understanding they Council would be presented with 
the cost of adding this training facility. 
 
Mr. Murray stated the area was proposed to be underground. 
 
Mr. Gipson stated the details for this training facility are not broken out in the cost 
estimate, as this construction cost estimate is based solely on the public works facility 
and what excess work and costs needed to do the construction on this training area is 
not included in that estimate.  Mr. Gipson stated the only thing finalized on this 
contract on the design side is what is listed out on the contract, and that is for the 
Public Works Facility only.  What it would cost to put into the training facility is not 
listed. 
 
Mr. Vilcek asked if we should not have a cost estimate what this is going to cost and 
the “ghost” illustration shows a 12’ x 60’ space  or a two-stall area, and what we are 
currently using in Webster Groves is 25” x 60” which is a four-stall area and a two-
stall area would be inadequate.  Mr. Vilcek asked if this current design included 
storage space for equipment, etc. 
 
Mr. Gipson stated he thought it was the stall itself and a small area or bench area 
directly behind, but not any kind of permanent storage area was not planned. 
 
Mr. Vilcek stated he felt it necessary to have equipment space, etc. included. 
 
Mr. Gipson stated the interior program of the facility has yet to be done. 
 
Mayor Beck said we should have an estimate on a 25’x60’ underground firing 
training room should be included in the specifications. 
 
Mr. Vilcek stated we pay a certain amount of dollars per officer to rent the training 
facility in Webster Groves which could be raised at any time, as well as the training is 
done to meet liability concerns for our officers. 
 
Mr. Vilcek stated that in previous years, the P.D. was scheduled to have a training 
facility to replace on the City once had, but it never was constructed.  Mr. Vilcek 
stated that now that we are again constructing a new Public Works facility, it would 
be time to include this training area in the new construction, and making sure it is 
adequate to suit the needs with proper equipped facility.  Mr. Vilcek stated he felt this 
was a necessity. 
 

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 
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Mr. Heinz reported the Menard’s transactions closed today and reports no objections 
on anything and went smoothly at all the closings. 
 

BILLS PREVIOUSLY INTRODUCED 

 

None. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW BILLS 

 

None. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

None. 

 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 2 

 

None. 

 

At approximately 8:45 p.m., Mr. Jones moved, Mr. Vilcek seconded, a motion to hold 

a closed meeting with closed record and closed voting pursuant to Subsections (1), 

(2), and (12) of Section 610.021, RSMo., 2010, in order to discuss legal actions, 

causes of legal action or litigation involving a public governmental body, and any 

confidential or privileged communications between a public governmental body or its 

representatives and its attorneys and leasing purchase or sale of real estate by a public 

governmental body where public knowledge of the transaction might adversely affect 

the legal consideration therefore, and documents related to a negotiated contract. 

AYES: Ms. Greenwald, Mr. Vilcek, Mr. Jones, Ms. Moylan, Mr. Notter, Mr. Casey, 

Ms. Williams, Mr. Jacknewitz, and Mayor Beck.  NAYS: None. Mayor Beck 

declared the Council would meet in closed session. 

 

At approximately 8:55p.m., Council returned to the open session.  

 

Sallyport Contract 

 

Mr. Casey moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion to authorize the Mayor to 

execute a contract with LayneCo Construction for constructions services for the 

Sallyport at the Public Safety Building site.  Voice vote:  AYES: 7  NAYS:  1 (Mr. 

Notter).  Motion passed.  Mayor Beck asked Staff to forward the contract to him for 

signature. 
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With no further business to come before the meeting, at approximately 8:57 p.m. Mr. 

Vilcek moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion to adjourn.  Carried unanimously. 

 

Deputy Mayor Jones declared the meeting, adjourned. 

 

 

______________________________ 

       PATRICIA S. VILLMER 

       DEPUTY CITY CLERK 

 

APPROVAL: 

 

________________________ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 


